
Podcast Transcript 01.04 Vijay Amritraj - Attributes Of A Great Commentator 

Also available on Apple Podcasts | Google Podcasts | Spotify     www.playtopotential.com 

   

© 2020 Play to Potential Podcast. All Rights Reserved.  
 

1 

 

Context to the nugget 

Vijay talks about the role distinction between a Broadcaster and a Commentator. He also alludes to 
the challenge of catering to audiences with varying tastes and appreciation of the game. The 
challenge is in creating content that appeals to different segments and is not just tailored to the 
tennis aficionados. Vijay shares some thoughts around how broadcasters could draw audiences in 
and then keep them there because of the quality of the game. 

Transcription 

********** 

Deepak Jayaraman (DJ): In your understanding Vijay what do you think are the key skills or attributes 

of a good or a great commentator rather? 

Vijay Amritraj (VA): It depends. There are variety of reasons why a person is hired to do 

commentary. The term Commentary comes from basically an analyst looking at the match and 

making comments on match that’s why he has called a Commentator a presenter is a guy who 

technically supposedly looks good is very articulate and is able to present the game where as a 

commentator comments on what’s going on so that’s why you have a presenter and supposedly an 

analyst who commentates on game the presenter is the one who brings it in takes it out  talks about 

commercial breaks and talks about the facts about these are the stats and so on and so forth ohh by 

the way Mr. Analyst what do you think of a this particular match why did you lose and why did you 

win and so on. So, that’s the way a team works together as a commentary in presenting a particular 

sport. Well I would like to add more value to it by saying if there are four people in the home 

watching tennis match there may be only two people who like tennis and may be the father and the 

daughter like tennis but the mother and son would go out and do something else now my job at that 

point in time is to make sure I still keep the father and daughter completely engaged in the match 

but how do I bring that mother and son into this sport that's the challenge. And then you work out 

ways as to how you would do it. 

DJ: How do you pitch it right given that there are two disparate audiences with very different 

expectations and may be different levels of understanding about the game? So, how do you find that 

midpoint which satisfies both segments? 

VA: It again comes from the matches, it comes from the fact that you know, what all these peoples 

go through and you know what questions were asked to me when I was playing by the audiences 

post matches and before matches, ohh what do you eat before you play? Do you pet the dog, sleep 

on the particular side of the bed, go to same restaurant you go to all the time, you eat the same 
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breakfast every morning because you won that day there are things that interest people that have a 

very little to do with the match itself its whether Mary Sharapova took her dog to the same 

restaurant because she was having dinner with some people and so the dog came and sat next to 

her dinner and what will the dog have, it’s so on and so forth but these things kind of tend to 

fascinate people who might not be interested in the sport but you can perhaps try to draw the mean 

and then keep them there because its engaging.  

Reflections from Deepak Jayaraman  

DJ: I guess similar principles apply when you make a presentation or prepare a speech. One needs to 

have a good pulse of the audience and have a nuanced view of what the different clusters expects 

from you and use that as a basis for structuring your communication. Thank you for listening. For 

more, you could follow the Twitter handle Play to Potential. 

End of nugget transcription 

********** 

RELATED PLAYLISTS YOU MIGHT LIKE 

Excellence: Learn how individuals from across disciplines have pushed themselves to move to the 

very top of their field and profession. As we move towards a flattening world with a leveling of the 

playing field, there is a high risk of being commoditized if we do not strive towards excellence. You 

can access the playlist here. 

SIGN UP TO OUR COMMUNICATION 

Podcast Newsletter: Join 1000s of leaders who benefit from the Podcast newsletter. Not more than 

1-2 emails a month including keeping you posted on the new content that comes up at the podcast. 

High on signal, low on noise. Sign up for the podcast newsletter here. 

Nuggets on Whatsapp: We also have a Podcast Whatsapp distribution group (+91 85914 52129) 

where we share 2-3 nuggets a week from the Podcast archives to provoke reflection. If that is of 

interest, please click here and send a message stating “INTERESTED”. Do also add this number to 

your Phone Contacts so that we can broadcast our messages to you when we share a nugget. 

********** 

Vijay Amritraj - Nuggets  

• 01.00 Vijay Amritraj - The Full Conversation 

• 01.01 Vijay Amritraj - Recalibrating The Notion Of Success 

• 01.02 Vijay Amritraj - Perspectives on Resilience 

• 01.03 Vijay Amritraj - Transitioning from playing sport to commentating 
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• 01.04 Vijay Amritraj - Attributes Of A Great Commentator 

• 01.05 Vijay Amritraj - Framing Good Questions 

• 01.06 Vijay Amritraj - Spotting Long Term Potential 

• 01.07 Vijay Amritraj - Role Of Coaching In Development 

• 01.08 Vijay Amritraj - Achievement Orientation to a Giving Mindset 

• 01.09 Vijay Amritraj - In Summary 

About Deepak Jayaraman 

Deepak seeks to unlock human potential of senior executive’s / leadership teams by working with 

them as an Executive Coach / Sounding Board / Transition Advisor. You can know more about his 

work here.  

Disclaimer and clarification of intent behind the transcripts 

This written transcript of the conversation is being made available to make it easier for some people 

to digest the content in the podcast. Several listeners felt that the written format would be helpful. 

This may not make sense as an independent document. Very often spoken word does not 

necessarily read well. Several of the guests have published books and the language in their books 

might be quite different from the way they speak. We request the readers to appreciate that this 

transcript is being offered as a service to derive greater value from the podcast content. We request 

you not to apply journalistic standards to this document.  

This document is a transcription obtained through a third party/voice recognition software. There is 

no claim to accuracy on the content provided in this document, and occasional divergence from the 

audio file are to be expected. As a transcription, this is not a legal document in itself, and should not 

be considered binding to advice intelligence, but merely a convenience for reference.  

The tags that are used to organize the nuggets in the podcast are evolving and work in progress. You 

might find that there could be a discrepancy between the nuggets as referenced here and in the 

actual podcast given this is a static document.  

All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 

any means, or stored in any retrieval system of any nature without prior written permission. 
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